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Keeping hypnotherapy professional


     PROFESSIONAL REGULATION
   Hypnotherapy Profession Specific Board

In the last issue of UKCHO News it was reported that within The Complementary and Natural Healthcare Council the hypnotherapy profession would have its own ‘Profession Specific Board’ to advise the CNHC standards of conduct, ethics and practice and standards of education and training for hypnotherapy practitioners. Initially, the four members of the Profession Specific Board would be nominated by the Hypnotherapy Regulatory Forum to serve for an initial period of three years, after which nominations for election would be sought from all CNHC Registered Hypnotherapists.
At its meeting, held on Wednesday 17th November 2010, the Hypnotherapy Regulatory Forum agreed to submit the names of the following four people to serve on the CNHC Profession Specific Board for Hypnotherapy - William Broom, Liz McElligott, John Lawrence and David Reeves. The first meeting of the Hypnotherapy Profession Specific Board will be held on Tuesday, 23rd November 2010.              
                                                                                                                                        pto
In the case of standards of conduct, ethics and practice the CNHC has a Code of Conduct, Performance and Ethics, which UKCHO has already adopted, and by which ‘CNHC Registered Hypnotherapists’ will be expected to abide. (Please visit www.cnhc.org.uk for full details). 
Apart from offering advice on behalf of the hypnotherapy profession to the CNHC on standards of conduct, ethics and performance, the other main remit of the Hypnotherapy Profession Specific Board will be to advise on standards of education and training for hypnotherapists, with learning outcomes based on the national occupational standards for hypnotherapy recently published for consultation by Skills for Health. These learning outcomes will be supported by an agreed core curriculum for the content of courses to be offered by Hypnotherapy Training Schools, with a timescale for the length and duration of such courses. Continuing professional development and accredited prior learning will also be within the remit of the Hypnotherapy Profession Specific Board. UKCHO, through its Hypnotherapy Schools Sub-Committee, has already developed a core curriculum and has had a long standing policy that hypnotherapy training courses should consist of a minimum of 450 hours study with 120 hours of face to face teaching, a policy by which Hypnotherapy Training Schools, which are Associate Member Organisations of UKCHO, are already expected to abide. 
Further information on the CNHC and its Hypnotherapy Profession Specific Board will be issued as it becomes available. In the meantime all Member Organisations and Associate Member Organisations are asked to note that the link to the UKCHO Register of Hypnotherapists on the website at www.ukcho.co.uk will remain in place for the time being, but will be replaced by a link to the CNHC Register when the latter is fully operational. It is, of course, the aim of both Registers to assure the public that hypnotherapists are safe and competent to practise.
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