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PROFESSIONAL  REGULATION

As reported in the last issue of UKCHO News, plans were announced at the beginning of the year for the launch of The Complementary and Natural Healthcare Council (CNHC), to be established as the regulatory body for those therapists who practise in the field of complementary medicine and natural health care. The CNHC, supported by The Prince's Foundation for Integrated Health and backed by the Department of Health, has now been formally launched. Its aim is to increase public confidence and safety in the practice of complementary and natural health care in the United Kingdom.


It is expected that the kitemark - 'Registered with the CNHC' - will become recognised as the hallmark of quality in the field of complementary medicine and natural healthcare. Members of the public will be able to visit the CNHC On Line Register, soon to be established, to check that practitioners of complementary medicine and natural healthcare are properly qualified and abide by professional standards. Practitioners who fail to reach, and maintain, such professional standards may be removed from the CNHC Register. 

The CNHC is a Council with a Federal Regulatory Board of (9) Independent Lay Members, nearly all of whom have experience in the field of medicine and complementary medicine. The Federal Regulatory Board is supported by four Functional Committees, one each for Finance, Registration, Education & Standards and Conduct & Competence. In particular, the Federal Regulatory Board is advised by (12) Profession Specific Boards, one for each of the therapies currently recognised by the CNHC. 

The CNHC heralds a completely new approach to the professional regulation of practitioners of complementary medicine and natural healthcare in the UK. In particular, the roles of the regulatory body and the professional associations are now separated in order to give increased clarity of function. For full information on The Complementary and Natural Healthcare Council, please visit the websites at www.cnhc.org.uk and www.fih.org.uk 

The CNHC held its first meeting with the professional associations, to which UKCHO was invited, at The Kings Fund, London, on Friday 18th July 2008. A full report was delivered to the UKCHO Annual General Meeting, held at The Royal Society of Medicine, on Wednesday 6th August, at 2 p.m. UKCHO is fully committed to the development of the CNHC  and is working actively for the whole hypnotherapy profession to be included in its work and operation.

In the meantime, UKCHO's own Online Public Register, The National Register of Hypnotherapists, is growing from strength to strength and is being widely used by members of the public and hypnotherapists alike. For full information, please visit the UKCHO  website at www.ukcho.co.uk

Incorporated in England & Wales 

Registration Number 4112550


