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“The public has a right to expect health care services to be provided by appropriately educated, safe, competent and regulated practitioners. All complementary practitioners who work with patients should be subject to effective regulation. The multiplicity of registering bodies and qualification-awarding bodies has made it difficult for patients to identify who is and who is not an appropriate practitioner. Voluntary systems of regulation need to be rationalized and strengthened if members of the public are to be able to make informed choices. A single, publicly available, up-to-date register of qualified practitioners is at the heart of effective regulation.” (Professor Julie Stone, University of Lincoln School of Health and Social Care, ‘Development of Proposals for a Future Voluntary Regulatory Structure for Complementary Health Care Professions,’ a Report Commissioned by the Prince of Wales Foundation for Integrated Health. (http://www.fihealth.org.uk/pdf/stone.pdf)
In 2001 the Government accepted the recommendations contained in the House of Lords Select Committee on Science and Technology Report, ‘Complementary and Alternative Medicine’. The Government stated that complementary medicine had a role to play within the National Health Service but, to do so it had to meet the same standards as other NHS treatments, and had to be clear and realistic about the contributions it could make. In the Government’s view the changes within the field of complementary medicine, which had already begun, needed to be driven forward more decisively. To do this all the professional organisations, and the disciplines within them, had to agree to work together. 
UKCHO has always believed that unity was essential if the hypnotherapy profession was to achieve the recognition it deserved, and to this end it has always urged that all hypnotherapy organisations should work together for the common good. UKCHO is, therefore, pleased to report that all the major umbrella organisations and professional bodies within the field of hypnotherapy, which between them represent over 80% of the hypnotherapy practitioners in the United Kingdom, have agreed to work together through the Prince of Wales Foundation for Integrated Health. 
The aim of the Prince of Wales Foundation is to encourage professional organisations in the field of complementary medicine to develop and maintain statutory, or voluntary, systems of regulation. This process of professional regulation is now underway, and UKCHO is pleased to report that the first meeting of a ‘Joint Hypnotherapy Working Party’, drawn from all the major umbrella organisations in the field of hypnotherapy, is to be held on Thursday 9th February 2006. A full report will be issued in due course. In the meantime, UKCHO members may wish to download from the internet the Report of a Regulation Seminar, ‘Leading the Way: the future of voluntary self regulation’, recently organised by the Prince of Wales Foundation for Integrated Health. (http://www.fihealth.org.uk/pdf/report12905.pdf)
Members and potential member of UKCHO are asked to visit the new website at www.ukcho.co.uk  All correspondence should be addressed to the Secretary at either of the addresses listed at the beginning or end of this Newsletter.
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