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As reported in the last Newsletter, issued in October 2006, it is the intention of UKCHO, in consultation with The Prince’s Foundation for Integrated Health, to continue the good work already begun by the Hypnotherapy Working Group in order to promote the profession and practice of hypnotherapy within the United Kingdom. To this end, a ‘Hypnotherapy Open Forum’ was held in London on Wednesday 10th January 2007, attended by representatives from the nine Member Organisations and fourteen Associate Member Organisations listed on the UKCHO website at www.ukcho.co.uk 

Between them UKCHO Member Organisations, as listed below, accredit the largest number of high quality professional courses in hypnotherapy satisfying the national occupational standards: 
Association for Professional Hypnosis & Psychotherapy
British Association of Therapeutic Hypnotherapists 
British Institute of Hypnotherapy
Hypnotherapy Association
National Association of Counsellors, Hypnotherapists & Psychotherapists
National Council for Hypnotherapy 
National Register of Advanced Hypnotherapists 
Society of Stress Managers
UK Guild of Hypnotherapy Examiners
Of major importance at the Hypnotherapy Open Forum was the confirmation received from The Prince’s Foundation for Integrated Health that The Prince’s Foundation was the only body responsible for seeing hypnotherapy through to professional regulation on behalf of the Government and Department of Health. It was also confirmed that the Government has no plans to introduce statutory regulation of
hypnotherapy. Instead, the Government's intention is that hypnotherapy should be subject to voluntary regulation and is encouraging progress towards this. (For information, discussions are taking place elsewhere on the establishment of a professional regulatory body, either on a statutory or voluntary basis, for the psychological therapies – counselling, psychotherapy and psychology. (www.bps.org.uk). Consultation is also taking place on the development of national occupational standards for the psychological therapies. (www.skillsforhealth.org.uk).
Of equally major importance as far as UKCHO is concerned, it has been confirmed by The Prince’s Foundation that UKCHO, as a ‘not for profit’ organisation, is recognised as an ‘umbrella body’ working towards voluntary professional regulation. The ultimate aim of a professional regulatory body is to set standards of training that ensure that all practitioners are safe and competent to practise, thus fulfilling a primary criterion of regulation - protecting the public. It does this by establishing a code of conduct, ethics and practice, setting national occupational standards and a common curriculum for hypnotherapy training and, when necessary, enforcing disciplinary sanctions on practitioners. The ultimate sanction is the removal of a practitioner from the Professional Register. 
All hypnotherapy organisations and individual hypnotherapists are urged to support UKCHO in its work. Further information will be issued as professional regulation develops.
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