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In the last Newsletter it was reported that, at a meeting held at the Oxford and Cambridge Club, in London, on Thursday 9th February 2006, a meeting sponsored and supported by The Prince’s Foundation for Integrated Health, it was agreed by UKCHO and all the other Hypnotherapy Organisations present to establish a ‘Hypnotherapy Working Group’ to develop proposals for the professional self-regulation of the hypnotherapy profession. A second meeting of the Hypnotherapy Working Group is planned for the near future. The focus of this next meeting will be consideration of the Consultation Document, ‘Exploring a Federal Approach to Voluntary Self Regulation of Complementary Healthcare,’ prepared by The Prince’s Foundation for Integrated Health. (Copies of the Consultation Document have been circulated by UKCHO to all Member Organisations and Associate Member Organisations. Additional copies may be downloaded directly from the website of the Prince’s Foundation for Integrated Healthcare at www.fihealth.org.uk, or obtained by sending an E-Mail to regulation@fihealth.org.uk).  
The primary purpose of professional self-regulation is to protect the public by setting standards of education and training that ensure that all hypnotherapy practitioners are safe and competent to practise, and by establishing procedures for the registration and regulation of practitioners. This is done by establishing a code of conduct, ethics and practice, setting national occupational standards and, when necessary, enforcing disciplinary sanctions on practitioners. The ultimate sanction is the removal of a practitioner from the Professional Register. 
The question to be discussed in detail by the Hypnotherapy Working Group is what form this professional self-regulation should take? The Consultation Document, issued by The Prince’s Foundation for Integrated Medicine, envisages the establishment of a federal structure for the regulation of complementary healthcare, with a single Council for Complementary Healthcare, representing a number of individual complementary therapies, including hypnotherapy. The federal model envisaged is that of the Health Professions Council (HPC), which represents thirteen individual para-medical professions, i.e. those health professions working in the National Health Service which support, and are supplementary to, the work of Doctors and Nurses. (Full details of the Health Professions Council will be found on the HPC website at http://www.hpc-uk.org).
The formal response of UKCHO to the proposals contained in the Consultation Document prepared by The Prince’s Foundation for Integrated Healthcare will be considered in detail at the UKCHO Annual General Meeting, to be held in London, on Wednesday 19th July 2006, details of which are attached for Member Organisations and Associate Member Organisations.
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