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It is with great regret and dismay that UKCHO has been informed that it is proposed to disband the national Hypnotherapy Working Group, established only in February 2006 and having had only one meeting. This proposal comes at a time when professional unity is essential if hypnotherapy is to achieve the recognition it deserves from government and public alike. UKCHO does not believe that the alternative group being proposed - ‘the Working Group for Hypnotherapy Regulation’ – represents the best interests of the hypnotherapy profession. In particular, it believes that the proposed new group fails to meet the criteria for a professional regulatory body set out by the House of Lords Select Committee in its Report on ‘Complementary and Alternative Medicine’, published in 2001. 
The House of Lords Select Committee stated that a professionally regulated body should have the following duties and responsibilities:

a) to establish a Governing Council, democratically elected by, and  answerable to its Members, and which included members of the public;

b) to maintain a Register of Members, such a register to be funded by fees from individual Members;

a) to set National Occupational Standards by which Training Schools may be accredited; 

b) to maintain professional competence among its Members with an adequate programme of Continuing Professional Development;
c) to establish a Code of Conduct, Ethics and Practice;

d) to establish a Complaints and Grievance Procedure for its Members, which is accessible to members of the public;

e) to establish a Disciplinary Procedure for its Members, which is accessible to members of the public;

f) to ensure that its Members are adequately insured for professional indemnity and public liability;
g) to represent its Members to government and academic bodies, and members of the public.

UKCHO, in consultation with The Prince’s Foundation for Integrated Health, intends to continue the good work already begun by the Hypnotherapy Working Group, whose aims will be:
a) to promote the profession and practice of hypnotherapy within the United Kingdom;

b) to develop and maintain national occupational standards for education and training in hypnotherapy;

c) to regulate the conduct, ethics and practice of those who practise hypnotherapy as a profession for the protection of the public.

It is intended that the UKCHO will continue to be the lead body for hypnotherapy, recognised by government and public alike as fulfilling the necessary criteria and standards for a professional regulatory body. All hypnotherapy organisations and individual hypnotherapists are urged to support UKCHO in this work. 
For further information, please contact the Secretary of UKCHO at the address below, or any of the Hypnotherapy Organisations listed on the UKCHO website at www.ukcho.co.uk
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