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   NEWSLETTER (5)     September 2006
The Annual General Meeting of the UK Confederation of Hypnotherapy Organisations (UKCHO) was held at Friends Meeting House, London, on Wednesday 19th July 2006. (A copy of the Minutes of the Annual General Meeting has been sent to all Member and Associate Member Organisations, together with a list of the new Executive Committee). UKCHO is pleased to report that it now has in membership eight Member Organisations and thirteen Associate Member Organisations, together with its Friend, the James Braid Society, all of whom are listed on the UKCHO website at www.ukcho.co.uk  
At the Annual General Meeting a formal response was agreed to the Consultation Document, issued by The Prince’s Foundation for Integrated Medicine, proposing the establishment of a federal structure for the regulation of complementary healthcare, with a single Council for Complementary Healthcare, representing a number of individual complementary therapies, including hypnotherapy. The UKCHO Response is set out overleaf.
Full details of membership of the UK Confederation of Hypnotherapy Organisations may be found on the UKCHO website at www.ukcho.co.uk   
“At the Annual General Meeting of the UK Confederation of Hypnotherapy Organisations (UKCHO) it was unanimously AGREED not to accept the federal model for professional self regulation proposed by The Prince’s Foundation for Integrated Health, but to pursue the status quo model through the Joint Hypnotherapy Working Group, with the hypnotherapy profession working together, as a discrete profession, to develop common codes of conduct, ethics and practice, standards of competence and training, and disciplinary procedures. UKCHO believes that this is the right approach for the hypnotherapy profession rather than be subsumed within the federal model. 

UKCHO would point out that the federal model is being severely questioned in the parallel fields of counselling and psychotherapy, with the major bodies fearing that their identity will be lost and that the individual professions will be harmed.  The consensus in these professions is for discrete and separate professional self regulation in the belief that their individual professions will not be best served by the federal model. 
UKCHO further believes that the federal model is unwieldy, creating an additional tier of registration and regulation, duplicating the work of professional bodies in professions in which there is no real evidence of any significant threat to the safety or well-being of any member of the public.  

UKCHO would ask, therefore, that The Prince’s Foundation reconsiders adopting the federal model for the regulation of professions involved in complementary medicine, and instead continues along the more productive path set out by The Prince’s Foundation before the federal model was suggested.  In particular, UKCHO would strongly urge The Prince’s Foundation to focus more on the promotion of complementary medicine and its protection against the misconceptions and misrepresentations often revealed by those who practise orthodox medicine within the National Health Service, and less upon the issue of regulation by the federal model. Indeed, UKCHO would like to see The Prince’s Foundation as a true advocate of integrated health, less inclined to believe that integration means putting forward models and structures better suited to orthodox medicine.  Integration means developing a model which is acceptable to all parties.” 
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